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School psychologists see changed role in province’s educational system

“We foresee a changed role for school psychologists in our education system over the coming years,” says Dr. R. Coranne Johnson, of the Psychologists’ Association of Alberta.  Dr. Johnson, Chair of the School Psychology Task Force was responding to Alberta Education’s Setting the Direction initiative.

“Over the past years, the professional capabilities of school psychologists have been under-utilized in our education system. Psychologists have primarily been used as assessors to assist in ‘coding’ children according to pre-determined criteria in order to qualify for provincial funding,” says Dr. Johnson. “While assessments are critical, the real strength of a school psychologist is in consulting and providing student-focused intervention that will assist in a child’s long-term educational and behavioral development.” 

The Government of Alberta is seeking feedback on the implementation of a transformational special education service framework, Setting the Direction. The document creates an opportunity for families, educators, and school psychologists to collaborate more closely in the learning and social/emotional development of students.

“Our response fits well with the framework,” says Dr. Johnson. “We feel the future role of the school psychologist in the school system must:
· focus on working as a team with parents and teachers to determine students’ needs and effective interventions, 
· involve shifting from a funding model—based on assessment and diagnosis—to a more responsive student-based model—based upon assessment of learning, emotional, and behavioural strengths and needs, and
· build the capacity of students, parents, and school staff while providing consultation and education regarding recent research and best practices in learning, behavior and development.”

“Our response to Minister Hancock supports the government’s initiatives and recognizes the enhanced role school psychologists can play in supporting students to excel to the best of their abilities by being involved in both preventative and responsive student services. We see healthier children and a higher quality of education for all Albertans,” she adds.

“Often people only think about psychological services in funding or crisis situations. School psychologists do much more, and the contribution we can make in our schools will help students today and for the rest of their lives. We are confident this expanded role for school psychologists will benefit both students and educators,” Dr. Johnson concludes.

Psychology is a regulated profession under the Health Professions Act. Alberta psychologists work in many different settings including mental health clinics, hospitals, correctional settings, industry, private practices, schools and universities. A copy of the full submission to Minister Hancock as well as information about psychological services is available on the Association’s website www.psychologistsassociation.ab.ca
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